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Subject: Comments on Draft Environmental lmpact Report for the NGP for Redwood
City, SCH No. 201fi152034

Dear lv{r. Passanisi:

San Francisco Bay Regional Srater Quality Control Board (\['ater Board] staJf has reviewed the
Draft Environrnental Impact Report (DEIR) for the NCP for Redwood City {NGP). The DEIR
assesses the potential exvirorunental effects of the adoption and irnplementation of the proposed
NGP for Redwood City. The NGP is a comprehensive update and revision of ttle 1990 Redwood
City Generai Plan"

The Program EIR serves as the basis for environmental review and impa*t mitigation for
adoption and implementation of the NGP. Redwood City will reviery subsequent prujects fbr
consi.stency with fhe Program EIR and prepare appropriate environrnental docurnentation
pursuant to CEQA provisions for Prograrn EIRs and subsequent projects. Based on the
information provided in the DEIR, '*'e offer the fcllowing comments.

Cornment on Cargill Property

The NGP wi.ll retain lhe exact same land use designations for the salt crystallization pond area,
knou'n as the Cargill Property, from the 1990 General Plan. Those designations are: "Open
Spaceffuture Development Expanding Limits of Urbanization" and "Open Space/Unimproved
Area Dsvoted to Freservation of Natural Resources, the Managed Production of Resources.
Outdoor Recreation, or Fublic Heath and Safety." The retention of the "Urban Reserve"
designation on the r+estern portion would continue the City's designation of that portion of the
site for unspecified future conversion to urban use. The retention of the'-Open Space -
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Preservstion" designation on the Eastern portion would atrlow'forthe continuation of the same
allowable uses as under ttre site's current general plan designation.

The Water Board $upports the ccntinuation of these land use designations for the salt
crystallizarion pond area, since it protsts an important biological resource. As discussed in 4.4
Biological Resources (pages 4.4- I 5 - l5), salt crystallization ponds support a distinctive and
hryhly specializd salt-tolerant biota. They also provide foraging and nesting habitat for a
variety ofbirds. lVhen nc longer used for salt production they can be restored and support
beneficial uses and habitat diversiry- of tlre bay cosystenr"

We acknowledge that tfrc DEIR discusses Redwood City's receipt of an application fcrr
developrrent of the Cargll Properly and understand that they have initiated a separat€
environmental reniew and public participation psoce.ss regarding the developrnent of the site.

Csmnents of Nrtional Pollutant Discharge Eliminntion System

The text on page 4-8-l I of the DEIR in the first paragraph qnder tl€ National Pollutant
Disctrarge Elimination Systern needs to be revised to irdicate that "consirucrion sites that disturb
Svegg or rnore asres of land.n' Also, the last sentence's staternent in this paragraph that "fhe
projecr spon$sr is required to cornply with two NPDES permit requirements" is unclear. The text
needs to be revised to specifically identifo what permit rqu.irernents they are referring to.

Cornmenf on Regional lVater Quality Control Board * 401 Certitrication

To be consistent with Executive Order W-59-93 (i.e", Califomia R'etlands Conservation Policy),
the text on page 4.8-12 of the DEIR should be revised as follows:'"The RWQCB has a policy of
no-net-loss of wstlands and qryie*tl-v requr.ires rnitigation for all irnpact fo wetlands before it will
issue water qu*liry certification."

Comrnent on San Mateo Coungwide w*ater Pollution Frevention Frogram

This sectfun on page 4.8-13 of the DEIR needs to be updated to refer to the Municipal Regional
Stornwater NPDES Pernit (MRP). which war adoptd by the Water Board on October 14, 2009

{tsoard Order }io. R2-2009-00?4). The ref,eresrce to the MRF re!'ised Tentative Order should be
deleted. The reference to "a host of NPDES Fennits to discharge storrnwater runoff frorn " . ."
and the associate.d foonrote 15, should be deleted as well, since these orders hare all been
rescinded by the Wat€r Board.

Commcnt on Inrpnct 4.8-2 through Impact 4.8-5 (prges 4.8-20 through 4"8-24)

The following needs to be added to all of the$e sstior$:

"Ho$ever, Provision C.3. of the MRF ccntains source control. site design and storrnwater
f,reatment requirements (br ali new developrnent and redeveloprnent proj**. Provision C.3. of
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the MRP requires that new development and redevelopment projects reflecting certain land uses
(i-e., parking lots, restaurants, gas stations and auto repair), which create andlor replace 5,000
square feet or more of impervious surface, must provide hydraulically sized treatment for the
stormwater runoff All other new development and redevelopment projects tfrat create and/or
replace ! S,0O0 square feet or more of irnpervious surface must provide hydraulically sized
treahnent for the stormwater runoff. The required stormwater treatment systems must be LID
treafinent fi!€nsures, defined as harvesting and re-use, infiltration, evapotran$piration, or
biotreaEnent.

Additionally, the MRP identif,res certain geographical areas within San Matec County where
new development and redevelopment pro.jects must provide hydromodification controls so as not
to cause an incrase in the erosion potential of the receiving strearn over the pre-project {existing
ccndition)."

Comment on App€ndix A: Goals, Policies, and Programs of the NGP

We appreciate the inclusion of Goal BE-24, *Be a regional leader with regard to sustainable
development practices." Appendix A of the DEIR page A- 14. This goal is consistent with the
State Water Resources Control Board adopted ResolutionNo. 2008-0030, adopted May 6, 2008,
directing the Regional Water Boards to require sustainable water resources rnanagement, such as
I-ow Impact Design (LID) measures and climate change considerations.

Closing

Please contact me at 510-622-2330 or emorrison@waterboards.ca.sov with any questiom or
comments.

Sincerely,

WkratsW{6t

Elizabeth Morrison
Senior Environnnental Scientist

State Clearinghouse, state.clearinghouse(lopr. ca. gov
SWRCts. DWQ, Stateboard40 1 {r}w aterboards. ca. eov
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